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Indian Biodiversity Congress

The United Nations has declared 2010 as the
International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) to create
awareness about the crucial importance of
biodiversity to society, to communicate the human costs
of biodiversity loss, and to enthuse people, particularly
youth, throughout the world in the fight to protect all life
on Earth. The pressures leading to biodiversity loss,
particularly those resulting from adopting unsustainable
developmental paradigms, are, in many cases,
intensifying, despite several national and international
initiatives. This is a challenge not only for the
conservation of biodiversity but also for preventing
biodiversity loss as envisaged in “Biodiversity Target”
2010. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is the
key for the conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity and for the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits. India is about to hold the eleventh Conference
of Parties (COP) to the CBD in October 2012 in New
Delhi. The hosting of this COP shows not only India's
role as a major mega-diverse country, but also its
commitment to playing a global leadership role in
biodiversity conservation.

We need a new vision on biological diversity for a
healthy planet and a sustainable future for humankind.
Biodiversity and ecosystem changes could be
prevented or significantly reduced or even reversed if
strong action is initiated urgently, comprehensively and
appropriately, at international, national and local levels.
In the International Year of Biodiversity, the need for a
common platform in India to assess the status of
biodiversity and to discuss strategies and action plans
for conservation and sustainable utilization of
biodiversity. was very much essential As a partner
organization of CBD in India for I'YB, Centre for
Innovation in Science and Social Action (CISSA) has
taken initiative to hold the first Indian Biodiversity
Congress (IBC 2010) along with Kerala State
Biodiversity Board, University of Kerala and Navdanya
during 27-31 December 2010 at Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala.

The major objective of IBC 2010 was to formulate a
vision and alternate strategic plan for the conservation
of biodiversity in the context of prevailing concept of
“development at ANY cost”.

All the programmes associated with IBC, except the
Documentary Film Festival, were held at
Chandrasekharan Nair Stadium, Thiruvananthapuram.
The Documentary Film Festival was conducted at the
Conference Hall of the Science and Technology
Museum, Thiruvananthapuram.

Programmes

<@ |ndian Biodiversity Expo (27-31 December
2010)

® Capacity Building Workshops (27 December
2010)

® National Seminar (28-30 December2010)
® Civil Society Meet (28-30 December 2010)
® Children’s Conclave (28-30 December2010)

@ National Photography Exhibition (27-31
December2010)

@ Documentary Film Festival on Biodiversity (27-
29 December2010)
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